
UPSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Commission Meeting
January 27, 2025 - 6:00 P.M.

106 East Lee Street, Suite 140, Thomaston, GA 30286
THE MEETING WILL BE STREAMED LIVE ON YOUTUBE

PLEASE COPY THE LINK BELOW
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe2eGmYc-ooba5KStmOeXkw

 AGENDA
I. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Dan R. Brue II

II. ATTENDANCE

Chairman Dan Brue

Vice Chairman Benjamin Watson

Commissioner James Ellington

Commissioner Paul Jones

Commissioner Christopher Biggs

County Manager Lonnie Joyce

County Clerk Jessica Jones- Remote for part of the meeting.

County Attorney Heath English

III. INVOCATION

IV. PLEDGE

V. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Watson approve the agenda.
The motion passed unanimously.  

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS

Public Hearing for a Beer and Wine Package Sales License. An application is 
on file in the Commission Office from Karim Dodhi on the behalf of “Mill Stop 
LLC DBA Mill Store” located at 1403 Hannahs Mill Road, Thomaston, GA 
30286.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Watson to open the public hearing.
The motion passed unanimously.

The applicant explained that they are completing construction of the store and
requested and exemption to the ordinance 30 days of closure.

A motion was made by Commissioner Ellington with a second from 
Commissioner Jones to close the public hearing.
The motion passed unanimously.  

There was no discussion

A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Ellington to approve a Beer and Wine Package License for Mill
Store LLC DBA Mill Store with the condition the store must be open within 60 
days.
The motion passed unanimously.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe2eGmYc-ooba5KStmOeXkw


Public Hearing for a Beer and Wine Package Sales License. An application is 
on file in the Commission Office from Usharani Shankaran on the behalf of 
Kelly Grocery 786 LLC DBA Kelly Korner” located at 2011 Yatesville 
Highway, Thomaston, GA 30286.

A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Watson to open the public hearing. 
The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Commissioner Watson with a second from 
Commissioner Jones to close the public hearing. 
The motion passed unanimously.

There was no discussion

A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Ellington to approve a Beer and Wine Package License for 
Kelly Grocery 786 LLC DBA Kelly Korner.
The motion passed unanimously.  

VII. OLD BUSINESS
Rezoning - The REZ2024-06 applicant and property owner, Kevin Brown of 
Upson County has requested that Upson County rezone 30 acres of a 367-acre
MoL parcel at Pleasant Grove and Edwards Roads from A-R to R-1 (Single-
Family Residential) for development of a mixed, lot size subdivision. The parent
parcel is further identified as tax parcel 112 017, Land Lot 182 of the 11th Land
District.
Mr. Brown explained that he is currently requesting a new exemption to the
moratorium.  
He withdrew this request.

A motion was made by Commissioner Ellington with a second from 
Commissioner Jones to add Mr. Brown under new business as an exemption 
to the moratorium.
The motion passed unanimously.  

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Tami Boyle, thanked the board for the continued live streaming.  She stated 
that the county’s website is in need of work.  She added that the board keeps 
the public’s interest in mind during the Public Hearing for a proposed Vet at 
their next meeting.

Lisa Pierce, stated that the county does need a vet clinic, she also spoke 
about ethics and possible consideration to changes to the zoning ordinance.

Dana Brue, discussed the planning commissions previous meetings and the 
duties of the commissioners.

Ashley Anderson, spoke in favor of a potential Vet Clinic.

Shannon Cox, spoke in favor of a potential Vet Clinic.

IX. CONSENT AGENDA
a. Approval of Resolution 03.2026 Board of Assessors Re-Appointment 

Ronnie Portwood



b. Approval of Resolution 04.2026 Board of Assessors Appointment William 
Roberts



c. Approval of Resolution 05.2026 Board of Assessors Appointment Chris 
Daniel

d. Approval of the purchase of a Fire Alarm System for the Civic Center



A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Biggs to approve the consent agenda.
The motion passed unanimously.

X. NEW BUSINESS

Any exemption to the moratorium is only giving permission to apply 
with Planning & Zoning.

e. Discussion and consideration of an exemption from the moratorium on any
and all subdivisions of real property in Upson County established in 
Resolution 29.2025, located at Grays Chapel Road, Parcel # 112-017

A motion was made by Commissioner Ellington with a second from 
Commissioner Watson giving the applicant an exemption to the moratorium, 
to allow them to apply with Planning and Zoning.
The motion passed unanimously.

f. Discussion and consideration of an exemption from the moratorium on any
and all subdivisions of real property in Upson County established in 
Resolution 29.2025, located at 2765 Andrews Chapel Road, Parcel # 083 
024



A motion was made by Commissioner Biggs with a second from 
Commissioner Jones giving the applicant an exemption to the moratorium, to 
allow them to apply with Planning and Zoning.
The motion passed unanimously.

g. Discussion and consideration of an exemption from the moratorium on any
and all subdivisions of real property in Upson County established in 
Resolution 29.2025, located at 2857 Crest Highway, Parcel # 023-085



A motion was made by Commissioner Ellington with a second from 
Commissioner Watson giving the applicant an exemption to the moratorium, 
to allow them to apply with Planning and Zoning.
The motion passed unanimously.

h. Discussion and consideration of an exemption from the moratorium on any
and all subdivisions of real property in Upson County established in 
Resolution 29.2025, located at 200 Davidson Road



A motion was made by Commissioner Watson with a second from 
Commissioner Ellington giving the applicant an exemption to the moratorium, 
to allow them to apply with Planning and Zoning.
The motion passed unanimously.

i. Discussion and consideration of an exemption from the moratorium on any
and all subdivisions of real property in Upson County established in 
Resolution 29.2025, located at 524 Dripping Rock Road, Parcel #001 001



A motion was made by Commissioner Ellington with a second from 
Commissioner Biggs giving the applicant an exemption to the moratorium, to 
allow them to apply with Planning and Zoning.
The motion passed unanimously.

j. Discussion and consideration of an exemption from the moratorium on any
and all subdivisions of real property in Upson County established in 
Resolution 29.2025, located at 1677 N Old Talbotton Road, Parcel #047 
038A



A motion was made by Commissioner Watson with a second from 
Commissioner Ellington giving the applicant an exemption to the moratorium, 
to allow them to apply with Planning and Zoning.
The motion passed unanimously.

k. Discussion and consideration of an exemption from the moratorium on any
and all subdivisions of real property in Upson County established in 
Resolution 29.2025, located at 147 Abercrombie Road, Parcel #Y02 001

A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Watson giving the applicant an exemption to the moratorium, 
to allow them to apply with Planning and Zoning.
The motion passed unanimously.

l. Discussion and Consideration of the purchase of a vehicle for the Tax 
Assessors Office



The board inquired if there is a loaner vehicle that can be given instead of purchasing a 
new vehicle. There is currently a loaner vehicle that is used between departments.  The 
board wants to give that loaner vehicle to the Tax Assessors, instead of purchasing a 
new vehicle.

m. County Manager, Commissioners, and County Attorney Comments

County Manager Lonnie Joyce, had no comments.

County Clerk Jessica Jones, had no comments.

County Attorney Heath English, stated that probate court was held and they were 
able to resolve all but 3 cases.

Commissioner Biggs, stated that they are listening to the citizens’ concerns.

Commissioner Ellington, stated that he understands the citizens’ concerns the county 
has ordinances and that the board has to follow.

Commissioner Jones, thanked everyone for coming and those watching on YouTube. 
He added that the county is not against dividing land, the board just want to plan for the 
future.

Commissioner Watson, stated that the deadline for spring registration is Friday, 
January 30, 2026.

Chairman Brue, thanked everyone for coming out and their support.

XI. ADJOURNMENT



A motion was made by Commissioner Jones with a second from 
Commissioner Watson to adjourn the meeting.

                                                                                                                        
Chairman Dan R. Brue II Commissioner James Ellington

                                                                                                                         
Chairman Benjamin Watson Commissioner Christopher Biggs

                                                       
Commissioner Paul Jones




